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Students from Burnsville learn to think like engineers at
school assemblies put on by the Science Museum of Minnesota
Eagan, Minn. – Students at Echo Park Elementary School in Burnsville learned to think
like engineers at recent assemblies put on by the Science Museum of Minnesota. The
assemblies are part of the Experience Science program, a partnership between the Science
Museum of Minnesota and Flint Hills Resources that brings science and engineeringthemed school assemblies to more than 5,000 first, second and fourth graders at 29
elementary schools in Dakota County. In addition to the assemblies, students
participating in the Experience Science program also take field trips to the Science
Museum.
“We are fortunate to be able to partner with Flint Hills Resources to provide this program
for children in our community,” said Dr. Eric J. Jolly, president of the Science Museum
of Minnesota. “Experience Science promises to equip a new generation with the tools to
compete and innovate in a world where scientific literacy is critical to a successful
workforce.”
During the assemblies, science museum staffers used interactive models to show
examples of real-world engineering problems and helped students think through the
process of solving problems. During their trips to the museum, students learned how to
combine math, science, creativity and curiosity to effectively think like engineers.
Students were challenged to consider how museum exhibits were made, what materials
were used to build them, and what problems were likely solved along the way.
The Experience Science program is designed to enhance student interest and fulfill
academic standards in science and engineering. Flint Hills Resources employs hundreds
of Minnesota engineers and skilled workers and has a vested interest in the future of
engineering in the Twin Cities.
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“We see the Experience Science program as an investment in our future,” said Scott
Lindemann, vice president of operations and plant manager at Flint Hills Resources Pine
Bend refinery. “As a high-tech manufacturer that employs hundreds of engineers and
skilled workers, we want to do everything we can to help encourage young people to take
an interest in science.”
Minnesota schools are required to incorporate specific engineering material into curricula
to prepare students for jobs of the future. The standards reflect the state’s commitment to
educate students about the modern scientific world. Experience Science helps schools
fulfill the standards in a way that is fun and engaging for students.
About the Science Museum of Minnesota
The Science Museum of Minnesota serves more than one million visitors each year with
its hands-on exhibits, breathtaking giant-screen films, special events, and unparalleled
education programs. It is located at 120 West Kellogg Boulevard in downtown Saint
Paul. For specific directions, parking information, hours, show times, and ticket
information, call 651-221-9444 or visit www.smm.org.
About Flint Hills Resources
Flint Hills Resources, LLC, through its subsidiaries, is a leading refining, chemicals and
biofuels company. Its subsidiaries market products such as gasoline, diesel, jet fuel,
ethanol, biodiesel, olefins, polymers and intermediate chemicals, as well as base oils and
asphalt. The refining business operates refineries in Alaska (North Pole), Minnesota
(Rosemount), and Texas (Corpus Christi), with a combined crude oil processing capacity
of more than 650,000 barrels per day. The petrochemical business includes production
facilities in Illinois, Michigan and Texas. The renewables business operates ethanol
plants in Fairbank, Iowa Falls, Menlo and Shell Rock, Iowa and Fairmont, Nebraska.
The plants have a combined annual capacity of 550 million gallons of ethanol. The
company has also made equity investments in bioenergy companies and operates a
biodiesel plant near Fort Worth, Texas. The asphalt business produces and markets
products in the Midwest and Alaska. A subsidiary owns an interest in a lubricants base
oil facility in Louisiana.
Flint Hills Resources Pine Bend in Rosemount, Minn., has a crude oil processing capacity
of about 320,000 barrels per day. Pine Bend employs about 900 people full-time; an
additional 400-2,000 contractors work at the refinery daily on construction and
maintenance projects. More information about the company is available at
www.fhr.com.
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