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Flint Hills Resources Holds Annual Fall Cleanup of  
1,300 Acres along Mississippi River  

 
Volunteers Continue Habitat Restoration Work at Pine Bend Bluffs  

 
ROSEMOUNT, Minn. – More than 80 volunteers from Flint Hills Resources, Friends of the 
Mississippi River, and Great River Greening continued restoration efforts Saturday along a 
section of the Mississippi River bluffs that is owned by Flint Hills Resources.  The volunteers 
removed buckthorn brush and opened and connected prairies on the bluffs, continuing the work 
that the three organizations have collaborated on since 2000.  The goal of the annual event is to 
restore and reconstruct natural areas on the property. 
 
Known as the Pine Bend Bluffs Natural Area, the 1,300 acres of natural prairie, savanna, and oak 
woodland provide critical habitat for both resident and migratory animals.  Since the restoration 
project began, volunteers have worked to eliminate invasive plants and reclaim important habitat 
for the Mississippi River flyway, a migration corridor for millions of songbirds and 40 percent of 
North America’s waterfowl and shorebirds.  Staff members from Flint Hills also monitor 
artificial bluebird nesting structures at the bluffs each year.  This summer, 89 young bluebirds 
left their nests at Flint Hills, a company record. 
 
“It has been incredible to watch the transformation of the Pine Bend Bluffs over the last 12 
years,” said Don Kern, Engineering and Facilities Manager at Flint Hills Resources.  “Thanks to 
the hard work of countless volunteers, including many of our employees, the natural habitat 
around the bluffs is well on its way to being restored to conditions that precede the modern 
settlement of our state.” 
 
The Pine Bend Bluffs Natural Area is an Environmental Initiative award winner for natural 
resource protection and is designated as an area of outstanding biological diversity by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  In addition to the restoration work, the Pine Bend 
Bluffs Natural Area is used to educate area students about the environment and importance of 
restoring and preserving natural habitats. 
 
For more information 
Click here to view a video about the Pine Bend Bluffs Restoration Project. 
 
About Flint Hills Resources 
Flint Hills Resources, LLC, through its subsidiaries, is a leading refining, chemicals and biofuels 
company. Its subsidiaries market products such as gasoline, diesel, jet fuel, ethanol, biodiesel, 
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olefins, polymers, and intermediate chemicals, as well as base oils and asphalt.  Flint Hills 
Resources operates ethanol plants in Fairbank, Iowa Falls, Menlo, and Shell Rock, Iowa; and a 
regional office in Ames.  The plants have a combined annual capacity of 435 million gallons of 
ethanol. Flint Hills Resources, a leading producer of transportation fuels in the Midwest, is the 
largest purchaser of ethanol in Minnesota, where it has utilized ethanol and other biofuels in its 
fuel distribution system since the mid-1990s.  The company also has made equity investments in 
bioenergy companies and operates a biodiesel plant near Fort Worth, Texas.  Flint Hills 
Resources operates refineries in Alaska (North Pole), Minnesota (Rosemount), and Texas 
(Corpus Christi East and West) with a combined crude oil processing capacity of more than 
800,000 barrels of crude oil per day. 
 
Flint Hills Resources Pine Bend in Rosemount, Minn., has a crude oil processing capacity of 
320,000 barrels per day.  Pine Bend employs nearly 1,000 full-time; an additional 400-2,000 
mostly union contractors work at the refinery daily on construction projects.  More information 
about the company is available at www.fhr.com. 

 
### 

http://www.fhr.com/

	About Flint Hills Resources

